
This  year ,  “Anthropos”  cont inued i ts  ongoing pro jects  and act ive ly  developed new areas
of  act iv i ty  — in i t iat ing open let ters  to  the Nat ional  Educat ion Agency regarding textbook
content  and to  Members  of  the European Par l iament  regarding the EU-Mercosur
agreement .  We also began work ing on the topic  of  cu l tura l  representat ion .  L ike  many
organizat ions ,  2020 brought  certa in  chal lenges — educat ional  act iv i t ies ,  “Anthropology
Day, ”  and lectures  had to  move onl ine ,  but  th is  a lso opened new opportuni t ies ,  such as  a
broader  geography of  act iv i t ies  and col laborat ion .
 
W H A T  D I D  W E  D O ?

2020 01  15  The podcast  “The Human Show:  Innovat ion through Socia l  Sc ience”
publ ished a conversat ion wi th  col leagues Indra Lukoš ienė and Ugnė Starkutė :

ht tps ://wor ldpodcasts .com/anthropos-with- indra-lukos iene-and-ugne-starkute-on-
anthropology-in- l i thuania-and-the-mediat ing-ro le-of-the-appl ied-anthropologist-the-
human-show-podcast-76/

2020 01  20 “Euroblogas”  publ ished a conversat ion wi th  col league Ugnė Starkutė about
food waste ,  i ts  consequences for  the c l imate cr is is ,  and how each of  us  can reduce
the amount  of  food we throw away:

https ://euroblogas . l t/2020/01/20/patar imai-kaip-sumazint i-maisto-svaistyma-
namuose/

2020 01  -  2020 10  We conducted anthropology workshops t i t led “Food (No Longer)
Food”  about  the food industry ,  food waste ,  and how these issues re late  to  c l imate
catastrophe.  We met  many wonderfu l  s tudents  and teachers  in  Kaunas ,  Gr ig iškės ,
K la ipėda,  and Vi ln ius .  The programme was funded by the L i thuanian Consumers
Inst i tute  and EU funds .  Some images can be found here :

ht tps ://www.facebook .com/anthropos . l t/posts/619532408842824

2020 01  -  2020 03 We submitted several  pro ject  appl icat ions to  “ In i t iat ives  for  Kaunas”
and the L i thuanian Counci l  for  Cul ture .  We received funding for  “Anthropology
Workshops :  G lobal  Inequal i ty  and Volunteer ing” !  Unfortunate ly ,  the considerat ion of
other  pro jects  was suspended due to  quarant ine .

2020 03 -  2020 05 Work  on the “Anthropos”  websi te  took p lace .

2020 04 04 “Anthropology Day :  Socia l  Act ion”  was p lanned.  Thus ,  the second publ ic
event  of  th is  pro ject  in  L i thuania was postponed due to  the ongoing pandemic .

2020 05 Appl icat ions were submitted to  conduct  workshops on “Food and Global
Inequal i ty”  through the Cul ture  Passport  programme.  Both programmes were
approved:  “Anthropology Workshops :  Food System and Cl imate Change”  and
“Anthropology Workshops :  G lobal  Inequal i ty  and Cul tural  Representat ion” !

2020 05-06 The “Food (No Longer)  Food”  workshops were conducted remotely .
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2020 06 09 We prepared and publ ished an open let ter  to  the Nat ional  Educat ion
Agency regarding the representat ion of  cu l tures  in  geography textbooks .  You can read
the let ter  here :  

ht tps ://docs .google .com/document/d/1B IFz9AoSIM-
GzsZnHf6AT3aW0qjU2IuZLFc_sEXt f5Y/edi t

2020 06 24 We prepared and publ ished an art ic le  about  the l inks  between food and
the c l imate cr is is :  

ht tps ://www.del f i . l t /p l ius/mokslas- inovaci jos/valgome-ne-maista-o-nafta-energi ja-
kur ia- ismetame.d? id=84597869

2020 07 We prepared and publ ished an art ic le  about  the appl icat ion of  anthropology :
ht tps ://anthropos . l t/socia l in isveiksmas.html

2020 07  08 and 22 At  the inv i tat ion of  the Kaunas County  Publ ic  L ibrary ,  we held a
workshop-picnic  t i t led “On Sustainable  Food Consumpt ion”  ht tps :// fb .me/e/14kU7pjKo

2020 08 03-05 The anthropology workshops “Global  Inequal i ty  and Volunteer ing”  took
place.  You can see how everyth ing looked here :

ht tps ://www.facebook .com/anthropos . l t/posts/744729082989822

2020 08 19-20 The workshops and discuss ions “Anthropology Day 2020:  Socia l  Act ion”
took p lace .  The a im was to  present  the appl ied perspect ive of  the socia l  sc iences
through workshops and discuss ions .  Event  part ic ipants  inc luded:  Ar tūrs  Pokšans
(anthropologist ,  doctoral  s tudent  at  the Univers i ty  of  Tartu ,  lecturer  at  the Univers i ty
of  Latv ia) ,  Assoc .  Prof .  Dr .  Jekater ina Lavr inec (associate  professor  at  V i ln ius
Gediminas Technical  Univers i ty ,  anthropologist ,  urbanist ,  act iv is t) ,  Dr .  Kr is t ina
Jonutytė  ( lecturer  at  Vytautas Magnus Univers i ty ,  anthropologist) ,  and Prof .  Dr .
Roberto  E .  Barr ios  (professor  at  the Univers i ty  of  New Or leans) .

Workshop and discuss ion v ideo recordings :
ht tps ://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNZkV42gtL4&t=1821s&ab_channel=Anthropos
https ://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ru_QfTuUxA&t=1s&ab_channel=Anthropos

2020 08 31  “Anthropos”  publ ished a conversat ion wi th  Jekater ina Lavr inec on her
programme “Homo cul tus .  Human and the Ci ty . ”

L is ten here :
ht tps ://www. l r t . l t /mediateka/ i rasas/20001 19128/homo-cul tus-zmogus-i r-miestas-kaip-
antropologai-gal i-pr is idet i-pr ie-te ig iamu-pokyciu-s iuola ik in iuose-miestuose

2020 09 Socio logy and anthropology student  Sandra S i r iūnai tytė  f rom Vytautas
Magnus Univers i ty  began an internship wi th  the “Anthropos”  team and became an
indispensable  ass istant  in  our  work .  She col lected a vast  amount  of  mater ia l  for  the
development  of  “Anthropos”  act iv i t ies !

2020 09 Preparat ion of  an appl icat ion for  funding for  “Anthropology Day”  under  the
internat ional  cal l  “ Local  Cl imate Just ice Act iv ism in  Centra l  and Eastern Europe. ”
Funding was not  granted.

2020 09 06 At  the inv i tat ion of  Popup. l t ,  we part ic ipated in  the d iscuss ion “To
Exchange and to  Share .  Is  I t  the Same?”  on the sustainable  fashion d iscuss ion
plat form.
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2020 09 16  We publ ished an open let ter  a imed at  drawing the attent ion of  L i thuanian
representat ives  in  the European Par l iament  to  the harmful  ef fects  of  the EU-Mercosur
agreement  on c l imate change and human r ights .

ht tps ://www.facebook .com/anthropos . l t/posts/777079309754799

2020 09 20 “Anthropos”  int roduced part ic ipants  of  the “Kaunas 2022 .  F luxus Labas”
excurs ion around Šančia i  to  ethnographic  methods that  can help in  carry ing out
community  in i t iat ives .

2020 10  Appl icat ions were submitted to  conduct  workshops on g lobal i zat ion and
ethnic i ty ,  as  wel l  as  gender  equal i ty  and sexual i ty ,  through the Cul ture  Passport
programme.  The programme “Global i zat ion and Ethnic i ty  in  Today’s  Wor ld”  was
approved.

2020 10  22  At  the inv i tat ion of  the Kaunas County  Publ ic  L ibrary ,  we conducted t ra in ing
sess ions to  fami l iar i ze  l ibrary  staf f  wi th  c l imate change discourses .

2020 10  29 At  the inv i tat ion of  the Nat ional  Educat ion Agency ,  we prepared and held a
seminar  and discuss ion t i t led “Represent ing Cul tures :  An Anthropological  Perspect ive”
for  textbook authors  and edi tors .  Based on the seminar ,  a  guidel ine document  was
prepared to  help reduce stereotypical ,  d iscr iminatory ,  and colonia l-h istory-based
representat ions in  textbooks .

A p p e a l  l e t t e r :
https ://docs .google .com/document/d/1B IFz9AoSIM-
GzsZnHf6AT3aW0qjU2IuZLFc_sEXt f5Y/edi t

2020 1 1  -  2020 12  Together  wi th  the Nordic  Counci l  o f  Min isters  Of f ice in  L i thuania ,
Kaunas Univers i ty  of  Technology ,  Copenhagen Bus iness  School ,  the Natural  Resources
Inst i tute  F in land,  E IT  FOOD,  and L IDL ,  we p lanned and submitted the pro ject  appl icat ion
“Let ’s  Not  Waste Food”  and received funding f rom Norden!

2020 1 1  20  “Anthropos , ”  together  wi th  partner  organizat ions — the Estonian
Anthropological  Associat ion ,  the Tartu  Anthropology Students ’  Organizat ion NEFA ,  and
Jaunradės Laborator i ja  — organized a meet ing summariz ing the act iv i t ies  and f inal
works  of  the pro ject  “Socia l  Sc ience for  Socia l  Act ion!”

2020 1 1  Preparat ion and submiss ion of  an appl icat ion to  the L i thuanian Counci l  for
Cul ture  to  fund the pro ject  “Creat ive Eth ics  Workshops :  Represent ing Cul tures . ”

2020 12  3-4 We conducted two remote workshops for  school  s tudents  in  the Skuodas
dist r ict  on the food system and the representat ion of  cu l tures .

2020 12  1 1  We del ivered a publ ic  lecture  about  the organizat ion ’s  exper ience and the
appl icat ion of  anthropology to  students  of  V i ln ius  Univers i ty  and Vytautas Magnus
Univers i ty .

2020 12  07-31  We carr ied out  a  commiss ioned qual i tat ive  study on pr ivate banking
serv ices .  The research took p lace in  a l l  three Bal t ic  states ,  wi th  “Anthropos”
conduct ing the study in  L i thuania .
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2020 1 1  19  In  the podcast  “Re ikal ingi , ”  together  wi th  VDU socio logy doctoral
student  Renida Bal t rušai tytė ,  we d iscussed the organizat ion and the
appl icat ion of  anthropology .

ht tps ://open.spot i fy .com/episode/1ZYwqjagysKkpws8VrwcXx?
s i=hsH4UQ6mStm7BVawt48Yiw
https ://open.spot i fy .com/episode/6Sa2SEAj rhJWNSy5NtTgTS?s i=7Xnx-
sxVTdOJr0Zw56hUQw
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	This year, “Anthropos” continued its ongoing projects and actively developed new areas of activity — initiating open letters to the National Education Agency regarding textbook content and to Members of the European Parliament regarding the EU-Mercosur agreement. We also began working on the topic of cultural representation. Like many organizations, 2020 brought certain challenges — educational activities, “Anthropology Day,” and lectures had to move online, but this also opened new opportunities, such as a broader geography of activities and collaboration.
	WHAT DID WE DO?
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	2020 01 - 2020 10 We conducted anthropology workshops titled “Food (No Longer) Food” about the food industry, food waste, and how these issues relate to climate catastrophe. We met many wonderful students and teachers in Kaunas, Grigiškės, Klaipėda, and Vilnius. The programme was funded by the Lithuanian Consumers Institute and EU funds. Some images can be found here:
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	2020 06 09 We prepared and published an open letter to the National Education Agency regarding the representation of cultures in geography textbooks. You can read the letter here:

	https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BIFz9AoSIM-GzsZnHf6AT3aW0qjU2IuZLFc_sEXtf5Y/edit
	2020 06 24 We prepared and published an article about the links between food and the climate crisis:

	https://www.delfi.lt/plius/mokslas-inovacijos/valgome-ne-maista-o-nafta-energija-kuria-ismetame.d?id=84597869
	2020 07 We prepared and published an article about the application of anthropology:

	https://anthropos.lt/socialinisveiksmas.html
	2020 07 08 and 22 At the invitation of the Kaunas County Public Library, we held a workshop-picnic titled “On Sustainable Food Consumption” https://fb.me/e/14kU7pjKo
	2020 08 03-05 The anthropology workshops “Global Inequality and Volunteering” took place. You can see how everything looked here:

	https://www.facebook.com/anthropos.lt/posts/744729082989822
	2020 08 19-20 The workshops and discussions “Anthropology Day 2020: Social Action” took place. The aim was to present the applied perspective of the social sciences through workshops and discussions. Event participants included: Artūrs Pokšans (anthropologist, doctoral student at the University of Tartu, lecturer at the University of Latvia), Assoc. Prof. Dr. Jekaterina Lavrinec (associate professor at Vilnius Gediminas Technical University, anthropologist, urbanist, activist), Dr. Kristina Jonutytė (lecturer at Vytautas Magnus University, anthropologist), and Prof. Dr. Roberto E. Barrios (professor at the University of New Orleans).
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	2020 09 Sociology and anthropology student Sandra Siriūnaitytė from Vytautas Magnus University began an internship with the “Anthropos” team and became an indispensable assistant in our work. She collected a vast amount of material for the development of “Anthropos” activities!
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	2020 09 16 We published an open letter aimed at drawing the attention of Lithuanian representatives in the European Parliament to the harmful effects of the EU-Mercosur agreement on climate change and human rights.

	https://www.facebook.com/anthropos.lt/posts/777079309754799
	2020 09 20 “Anthropos” introduced participants of the “Kaunas 2022. Fluxus Labas” excursion around Šančiai to ethnographic methods that can help in carrying out community initiatives.
	2020 10 Applications were submitted to conduct workshops on globalization and ethnicity, as well as gender equality and sexuality, through the Culture Passport programme. The programme “Globalization and Ethnicity in Today’s World” was approved.
	2020 10 22 At the invitation of the Kaunas County Public Library, we conducted training sessions to familiarize library staff with climate change discourses.
	2020 10 29 At the invitation of the National Education Agency, we prepared and held a seminar and discussion titled “Representing Cultures: An Anthropological Perspective” for textbook authors and editors. Based on the seminar, a guideline document was prepared to help reduce stereotypical, discriminatory, and colonial-history-based representations in textbooks.
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	2020 12 11 We delivered a public lecture about the organization’s experience and the application of anthropology to students of Vilnius University and Vytautas Magnus University.
	2020 12 07-31 We carried out a commissioned qualitative study on private banking services. The research took place in all three Baltic states, with “Anthropos” conducting the study in Lithuania.
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