
This  year  was very  exc i t ing and fu l l  o f  interest ing research .  Th is  year  we dedicated less
t ime to  t ra in ings ,  seminars ,  and workshops ,  but  we carr ied out  several  large-scale
studies  on qui te  d iverse topics ,  a l l  o f  which were equal ly  important .  We conducted
research on topics  such as  the phenomenon of  watching Lat in  Amer ican te lenovelas  in
L i thuania and the access ib i l i ty  of  heal thcare serv ices  for  Roma people  in  V i ln ius .  Our
team also grew with  the addit ion of  our  wonderfu l  co l league Giedr ius  Jankauskas!  
 
W H A T  D I D  W E  A C H I E V E ?

1 . We cont inued and completed the pro ject  “ Let ’s  Not  Waste Food, ”  which started in  2021 .
The pro ject  is  carr ied out  together  wi th  the Food Inst i tute  of  Kaunas Univers i ty  of
Technology ,  the Natural  Resources Inst i tute  F in land (LUKE) ,  and Copenhagen Bus iness
School  (CBS) .  In  2022 ,  we conducted focus group interv iews in  L i thuania and a jo int
three-country  data analys is  on food purchasing ,  consumpt ion ,  and waste pract ices
among young people .  We developed guidel ines  for  var ious stakeholders  f rom the
perspect ive of  young people  on how to  reduce food waste and also worked on pro ject
communicat ion .  The pro ject  was funded by “Norden”  (Nordic  Counci l  o f  Min isters  in
L i thuania) .  

H e r e  y o u  c a n  c h e c k  t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  d e v e l o p e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t :
https ://pub.norden.org/nord2022-020/  
S h o r t  v i d e o  a b o u t  t h e  p r o j e c t :  
https ://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nVm07RAaVogFood“  v ideo no .  1  Long v ideo about  the
project :  ht tps ://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_XZ2gfAAnZg

2. In  January ,  Anthropos members  Ugnė and Kornel i ja  part ic ipated in  Erasmus+ t ra in ing
on how to  conduct  educat ional  act iv i t ies  on human r ights  topics .  They learned many
new methods and deepened thei r  competencies  in  non-formal  educat ion!  Many
thanks to  Fundacja Młodz i  d la  Europy for  the excel lent  t ra in ing ,  great  organizat ion ,
and wonderfu l  company!  

M o m e n t s  f r o m  t h e  t r a i n i n g :  
ht tps ://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_XZ2gfAAnZg

3. In  March–Apr i l ,  we conducted research wi th in  the MO Museum project  “V isual  Th ink ing
Exchange in  Art :  A  Teacher  Pro ject”  wi th  part ic ipat ing teachers .  We prepared survey
quest ionnaires  and analyzed the resul ts .  The research was funded by the MO Museum.  

4 . In  February ,  we held the f i rs t  partner  meet ing of  the ERASMUS+ pro ject  “Towards
Eth ical  Cul tura l  Representat ions in  Advocacy Work . ”  We got  acquainted and discussed
the pro ject ’s  progress  in  2023 .  The pro ject  is  funded by ERASMUS+,  Youth Worker
Mobi l i ty  programme.

5 . In  June ,  we conducted the workshop “Anthropology Workshop:  Food and Cl imate
Change”  for  s ix th-grade students  at  Kaunas Jurgis  Dapkevič ius  Progymnasium.
Funded by the L i thuanian Min ist ry  of  Cul ture ’s  “Cul tura l  Passport”  program.
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6. For  the fourth  summer in  a  row,  a  three-day anthropology workshop for  young people
took p lace .  The 2022 theme was :  “Anthropology Workshop 2022 :  The Ci ty  and Nat ional
Ident i ty  under  the Inf luence of  Global i zat ion – (Re)searching Kaunas Ident i t ies . ”  The
project  was funded by the Kaunas Ci ty  Munic ipal i ty  program “ In i t iat ives  for  Kaunas .

A  f e w  m o m e n t s  f r o m  t h e  w o r k s h o p :  
ht tps ://www.facebook .com/photo/?fb id=1222446131884779&set=pcb. 1222448245217901
https ://www.facebook .com/photo/?fb id=1220069645455761&set=pcb. 1220070658788993 
https ://www.facebook .com/photo/?fb id=1219310915531634&set=pcb. 12 1931 1078864951  
V i e w  t h e  w o r k s h o p  p r o g r a m :  
https ://www.facebook .com/photo/?fb id=1217996868996372&set=pcb. 12 17997192329673 

7 . Between August  and December ,  we conducted a study on the phenomenon of
watching Lat in  Amer ican te lenovelas  (so-cal led soap operas)  in  L i thuania dur ing the
f i rs t  two decades of  independence.  The study was intended for  the development  of  a
documentary  f i lm scr ipt .  Dur ing the study ,  we organized focus groups and conducted
interv iews wi th  people  f rom var ious regions of  L i thuania who remember  th is  per iod .
The a im of  the study was to  understand how everyday l i fe ,  d i f f icu l t ies ,  and joys  of  the
f i rs t  decade of  independence are ref lected through the pract ice of  watching
te lenovelas .  The study was commiss ioned by the f i lm studio  “Just  a  Moment . ”  The f i lm
directors  are  Ieva Bals iūnai tė  and Viktor i ja  Mickutė ,  and the producer  is  Dagnė
Vi ldž iūnai tė .  We wi l l  share the resul ts  of  the study when the documentary  f i lm is
re leased.  

8 . In  September  and October ,  we prepared and sent  an appeal  let ter  to  the Nat ional
Museum of  L i thuania and the Radvi la  Palace Museum regarding upcoming exhib i t ions
on As ian ,  Austra l ian Abor ig inal ,  New Guinean,  and Indonesian art .  In  our  v iew,  the
exhib i t ion texts  lacked ref lex iv i ty  in  the context  of  her i tage decolonizat ion and
contr ibuted to  the reproduct ion of  Eurocentr ic  stereotypes .  We drew the attent ion of
the inst i tut ions organiz ing the exhib i t ions to  th is  issue and prov ided recommendat ions
aimed at  foster ing an eth ical  re lat ionship wi th  the groups represented in  the
exhib i t ions .  The let ter  was s igned by var ious organizat ions and indiv iduals .  The appeal
was received pos i t ive ly ,  and the museum conf i rmed that  i t  would take the issues
raised into  account .  

Y o u  c a n  f i n d  t h e  t e x t  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  h e r e :
https ://docs .google .com/document/d/1N4LXmOIczVVSVqXXCKm7jk lMDy9DoUBA/edi t?
usp=shar ing&ouid=102231648981273485699&rtpof=true&sd=true 

9 . In  October  2022 and February  2023 ,  together  wi th  partners  f rom the Roma chi ldren ’s
day center  “Padėk Pr i tapt i , ”  we conducted a qual i tat ive  study on the access ib i l i ty  of
publ ic  heal thcare serv ices  for  Roma people  in  the V i ln ius  c i ty  munic ipal i ty .  The study
was commiss ioned by the V i ln ius  Ci ty  Munic ipal i ty  Administ rat ion .  

W E  W R O T E  A N D  S U B M I T T E D  P R O J E C T S :  
“Towards a Cul tural ly  Sens i t ive  and Safe School :  Developing Intercul tura l
Competences in  School  Communit ies”  to  the Act ive Ci t i zens Fund,  Human R ights
Support  St rand ( funding not  received) ;  
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We ass isted in  wr i t ing a pro ject  for  the organizat ion “K IDE”  (K la ipėda In i t iat ive  for
Democracy and Ecology) .  The pro ject  was intended for  submiss ion to  the Act ive
Cit i zens Fund.  Pro ject  t i t le :  Research study “Exper iences and Qual i ty  of  L i fe  Assessment
of  People  L iv ing Next  to  Industr ia l  Faci l i t ies :  Case Studies  of  the V i tė  and Smeltė
Dist r icts  in  K la ipėda” ;  

We partnered wi th  the publ ic  inst i tut ion “V i ln ius  Ci ty  Museum” in  submitt ing a pro ject
to  the L i thuanian Counci l  for  Cul ture  t i t led “Krasnūcha:  A  Laboratory  of  Knowledge”
(funding received) .

W E  S P O K E  A B O U T  O U R  A C T I V I T I E S  A N D  I S S U E S  W E  C A R E  A B O U T :  

In  Apr i l ,  we gave an onl ine presentat ion at  the Facul ty  of  Socia l  Sc iences of  Vytautas
Magnus Univers i ty  on the topic  “Stakeholders  in  Pract ice :  Researching Them vs .
Work ing With  Them.”  The event  was organized by the VMU Centre  of  Socia l
Anthropology;  

In  December ,  we part ic ipated in  the conference and discuss ions “Career  Guidance:
Chal lenges and Perspect ives , ”  organized by the Min ist ry  of  Educat ion ,  Sc ience and
Sport .  Anthropos member  Kornel i ja  spoke about  how students ,  when choosing career
paths ,  fee l  pressure to  choose t radi t ional  f ie lds  that  conform to  societa l  norms.
Because of  th is  pressure ,  these choices of ten remain unref lected upon.  Therefore ,  i t  i s
important  to  create more inc lus ive career  educat ion pract ices  and to  develop
students ’  se l f-ref lect ion sk i l l s  d i f ferent ly .  Dur ing the d iscuss ion ,  together  wi th  other
experts ,  Kornel i ja  d iscussed key chal lenges in  career  guidance — f rom socia l  exc lus ion
and inequal i ty  to  the uncerta inty  about  the future  caused by the c l imate cr is is ;

W E  P A R T I C I P A T E D  A S  S O C I A L  P A R T N E R S :
Anthropos part ic ipated in  the defense of  master ’s  theses in  the VMU Socia l  Anthropology
program and in  the external  evaluat ion of  the VMU Socia l  Anthropology program.

W E  D O N A T E D :
L ike  everyone e lse ,  we were shocked by the open Russ ian aggress ion against  Ukra ine
that  began in  2022 .  We sought  to  make donat ions on behal f  of  the organizat ion ,  support
Ukraine ,  and not  forget  other  organizat ions in  L i thuania and other  d isasters  abroad.

T H A N K  Y O U !
W e  s i n c e r e l y  t h a n k  t h e  i n t e r n s  w h o  j o i n e d  u s  t h i s  y e a r  —  Giedr ius  Jankauskas and Rūta

Vyšniauskai tė  — who were invaluable  help ,  wonderfu l  and proact ive col leagues ,  and
great  company!  W e  a l s o  e x t e n d  a  b i g  T H A N K  Y O U  t o  c o l l e a g u e s  who contr ibuted to  the

research and workshops :  Karo l is  Dambrauskas and Žygimantas Butkus .
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	2022
	This year was very exciting and full of interesting research. This year we dedicated less time to trainings, seminars, and workshops, but we carried out several large-scale studies on quite diverse topics, all of which were equally important. We conducted research on topics such as the phenomenon of watching Latin American telenovelas in Lithuania and the accessibility of healthcare services for Roma people in Vilnius. Our team also grew with the addition of our wonderful colleague Giedrius Jankauskas!
	WHAT DID WE ACHIEVE?
	We continued and completed the project “Let’s Not Waste Food,” which started in 2021. The project is carried out together with the Food Institute of Kaunas University of Technology, the Natural Resources Institute Finland (LUKE), and Copenhagen Business School (CBS). In 2022, we conducted focus group interviews in Lithuania and a joint three-country data analysis on food purchasing, consumption, and waste practices among young people. We developed guidelines for various stakeholders from the perspective of young people on how to reduce food waste and also worked on project communication. The project was funded by “Norden” (Nordic Council of Ministers in Lithuania).
	Here you can check the guidelines developed during the project: https://pub.norden.org/nord2022-020/  Short video about the project:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nVm07RAaVogFood“ video no. 1 Long video about the project: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_XZ2gfAAnZg
	In January, Anthropos members Ugnė and Kornelija participated in Erasmus+ training on how to conduct educational activities on human rights topics. They learned many new methods and deepened their competencies in non-formal education! Many thanks to Fundacja Młodzi dla Europy for the excellent training, great organization, and wonderful company!
	Moments from the training:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_XZ2gfAAnZg
	In March–April, we conducted research within the MO Museum project “Visual Thinking Exchange in Art: A Teacher Project” with participating teachers. We prepared survey questionnaires and analyzed the results. The research was funded by the MO Museum.
	In February, we held the first partner meeting of the ERASMUS+ project “Towards Ethical Cultural Representations in Advocacy Work.” We got acquainted and discussed the project’s progress in 2023. The project is funded by ERASMUS+, Youth Worker Mobility programme.
	In June, we conducted the workshop “Anthropology Workshop: Food and Climate Change” for sixth-grade students at Kaunas Jurgis Dapkevičius Progymnasium. Funded by the Lithuanian Ministry of Culture’s “Cultural Passport” program.
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	For the fourth summer in a row, a three-day anthropology workshop for young people took place. The 2022 theme was: “Anthropology Workshop 2022: The City and National Identity under the Influence of Globalization – (Re)searching Kaunas Identities.” The project was funded by the Kaunas City Municipality program “Initiatives for Kaunas.
	A few moments from the workshop:  https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1222446131884779&set=pcb.1222448245217901 https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1220069645455761&set=pcb.1220070658788993  https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1219310915531634&set=pcb.1219311078864951  View the workshop program:  https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1217996868996372&set=pcb.1217997192329673
	Between August and December, we conducted a study on the phenomenon of watching Latin American telenovelas (so-called soap operas) in Lithuania during the first two decades of independence. The study was intended for the development of a documentary film script. During the study, we organized focus groups and conducted interviews with people from various regions of Lithuania who remember this period. The aim of the study was to understand how everyday life, difficulties, and joys of the first decade of independence are reflected through the practice of watching telenovelas. The study was commissioned by the film studio “Just a Moment.” The film directors are Ieva Balsiūnaitė and Viktorija Mickutė, and the producer is Dagnė Vildžiūnaitė. We will share the results of the study when the documentary film is released.
	In September and October, we prepared and sent an appeal letter to the National Museum of Lithuania and the Radvila Palace Museum regarding upcoming exhibitions on Asian, Australian Aboriginal, New Guinean, and Indonesian art. In our view, the exhibition texts lacked reflexivity in the context of heritage decolonization and contributed to the reproduction of Eurocentric stereotypes. We drew the attention of the institutions organizing the exhibitions to this issue and provided recommendations aimed at fostering an ethical relationship with the groups represented in the exhibitions. The letter was signed by various organizations and individuals. The appeal was received positively, and the museum confirmed that it would take the issues raised into account.
	You can find the text of the letter here: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N4LXmOIczVVSVqXXCKm7jklMDy9DoUBA/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102231648981273485699&rtpof=true&sd=true
	In October 2022 and February 2023, together with partners from the Roma children’s day center “Padėk Pritapti,” we conducted a qualitative study on the accessibility of public healthcare services for Roma people in the Vilnius city municipality. The study was commissioned by the Vilnius City Municipality Administration.

	WE WROTE AND SUBMITTED PROJECTS:
	“Towards a Culturally Sensitive and Safe School: Developing Intercultural Competences in School Communities” to the Active Citizens Fund, Human Rights Support Strand (funding not received);
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	We assisted in writing a project for the organization “KIDE” (Klaipėda Initiative for Democracy and Ecology). The project was intended for submission to the Active Citizens Fund. Project title: Research study “Experiences and Quality of Life Assessment of People Living Next to Industrial Facilities: Case Studies of the Vitė and Smeltė Districts in Klaipėda”;
	We partnered with the public institution “Vilnius City Museum” in submitting a project to the Lithuanian Council for Culture titled “Krasnūcha: A Laboratory of Knowledge” (funding received).

	WE SPOKE ABOUT OUR ACTIVITIES AND ISSUES WE CARE ABOUT:
	In April, we gave an online presentation at the Faculty of Social Sciences of Vytautas Magnus University on the topic “Stakeholders in Practice: Researching Them vs. Working With Them.” The event was organized by the VMU Centre of Social Anthropology;
	In December, we participated in the conference and discussions “Career Guidance: Challenges and Perspectives,” organized by the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport. Anthropos member Kornelija spoke about how students, when choosing career paths, feel pressure to choose traditional fields that conform to societal norms. Because of this pressure, these choices often remain unreflected upon. Therefore, it is important to create more inclusive career education practices and to develop students’ self-reflection skills differently. During the discussion, together with other experts, Kornelija discussed key challenges in career guidance — from social exclusion and inequality to the uncertainty about the future caused by the climate crisis;
	WE PARTICIPATED AS SOCIAL PARTNERS: Anthropos participated in the defense of master’s theses in the VMU Social Anthropology program and in the external evaluation of the VMU Social Anthropology program.
	WE DONATED: Like everyone else, we were shocked by the open Russian aggression against Ukraine that began in 2022. We sought to make donations on behalf of the organization, support Ukraine, and not forget other organizations in Lithuania and other disasters abroad.
	THANK YOU! We sincerely thank the interns who joined us this year — Giedrius Jankauskas and Rūta Vyšniauskaitė — who were invaluable help, wonderful and proactive colleagues, and great company! We also extend a big THANK YOU to colleagues who contributed to the research and workshops: Karolis Dambrauskas and Žygimantas Butkus.
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	BUDGET OF 2022:
	MOMENTS FROM 2022:
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